On the 20th of February last I was consulted by J. M., a married woman, 38 years of age. She had had seven living children (being delivered of twin girls on one occasion) and three miscarriages, and she calculated that she was about the middle of the fifth month of her tenth pregnancy. The catamenia last appeared in the beginning of October last year, and she first felt the movement of the child a week before I saw her. She complained of having had some difficulty in passing water ever since the disappearance of the menses, and that the difficulty had increased somewhat during the preceding ten days. She had no pain, but felt a burning sensation during the act of micturition. Her bowels were habitually confined, so that she required to take aperient medicine regularly. Except an occasional feeling of lassitude, her health was otherwise good. She had been troubled with difficulty in passing her water during two former pregnancies, but a mixture prescribed for her by her medical attendant gave relief on both of these occasions, and she now wished me to prescribe something similar for her. I ordered an alkaline mixture, and told her that if she was not relieved by it, that it would be necessary for me to make a local examination to ascertain the cause of the difficulty. On 24th February she had felt considerably better since she commenced taking the medicine.
On the 28th of February I received an urgent message to go to see her, as she had been taken very ill during the night. On my arrival she informed me that she had been washing and hanging out clothes on the previous day, but that she did not feel anything wrong till about three o'clock that morning, when she was suddenly seized with violent pain in the lower part of the bowels. She felt so uneasy when in bed that she had got up and dressed herself. 
